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Problem Solving Template

Step 1
Identify the goal of developing a resolution.
Measures to curb overcrowding in prisons aim at minimizing life-threatening consequences and enables prisons to meet the basic human needs of the inmates, such as proper healthcare and food. Furthermore, the measure also reduces the occurrence of mental health problems, suicide, and violence. 
Step 2	
List of possible solutions for overcrowding in the prison systems
· Investment in non-custodial options for detention in pre-trial and post-sentencing.
· Alternatively, divert all the minor cases away from the criminal justice system.
· Formulation of long-term measures to prevent crime and reduction procedures. 
· Having alternative arrangement for special groups, for instance juveniles, mentally unstable persons, and mothers with dependent children.     



Step 3
For each possible solution, discuss the advantages and disadvantages.  Is it a realistic solution? Is it manageable?  What are the costs and benefits of the solution? What are the challenges and barriers to the solution?
Several national prison systems hold up to double their capacity. America reports a 310% overcrowding in El Salvador. Individual states may determine the capacity of the prisons but the data understates the level of the problem (Stürup-Toft, O’Moore & Plugge, 2018). Seeking for non-custodial options will ensure that prisons meet the minimum space requirements per the international standards. In extreme cases, prisoners have to take turns sleeping or share beds and even tie themselves to window bars. Periodic pardons may relieve overcrowding, but that is only temporary. Additionally, women and children in detention need special attention that is often neglected when the prison system is overstretched. However, the solution is both manageable and cost-effective since building programs are way more expensive compared to non-custodial alternatives. 
Step 4
Choose the resolution that seems best suited to work in alleviating the problem/issue to include in the capstone document.
Crime prevention strategies require a collective responsibility by both the community and government. The activity focuses on the various social and environmental factors that promote criminal activities. The various approaches of intervention yield different results in reducing the crime rates, thereby lessening the number of people going into the prison systems. 
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